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Hi Laura, 

This looks good to me. 

FYI - Got this yesterday from Dale Tinker: 

I was just sent this information: 


Most naloxone overdose reversals involved heroin - Heroin was involved in 8= 
1.6% of reported reversals, while prescription opioids were involved in 14.= 
1%. Overall, heroin accounts for 19% of drug overdose deaths, while prescri= 
ption opioids account for 37%. This demonstrates that overdose prevention p= 
rograms are most successful at reaching heroin users, but indicates potenti= 
al gaps in out-reach to people who overdose on prescription medications, wh= 
o make up the majority of those who die from opiate drug overdose. 

"We need newer and better methods to get naloxone into the hands of people = 
who use prescription opioids," says Dr. Jones. 


Dale Tinker, Executive Director 
New Mexico Pharmacists Association 
2716 San Pedro, NE, Suite C 
Albuquerque, NM 87110 


Phone: 505-265-8729 



Fax: 505-255-8476 


Cell: 505-259-1197 

e-mail: daletinker@cs.com<mailto:daletinker@cs.com> 

Thanks, Ben 

Ben Kesner 

Executive Director 

Regulation and Licensing Department 

New Mexico Board of Pharmacy 

(505) 222-9838 - Office 

(505) 222-9845 - Fax 

ben.kesner@state.nm.us<mailto:ben.kesner@state.nm.us> 

www.rid.state.nm.us/pharmacy<http://www.rid.state.nm.us/pharmacy> 

REPORT CHILD ABUSE OR NEGLECT # SAFE ( #7233) from a cell phone or 1-855-33 
3-SAFE . 


Confidentiality Notice: This e-mail, including all attachments is for the 
sole use of the intended recipient[s] and may contain confidential and/or p 
rivileged information. Any unauthorized use, copying, disclosure or distri 
bution is prohibited, unless specifically provided under New Mexico Inspect 
ion of Public Records Act. If you are not the intended recipient, please c 
ontact the sender at once and destroy all copies of this message. 


From: Tomedi, Laura, DOH 

Sent: Wednesday, July 15, 2015 9:59 AM 

To: Kesner, Ben., RLD; Cheman, Karen, HSD 

Subject: FW: Department of Health Reports More than 900 Overdoses Reversed 
in 2014 


Final press release has gone out. As you can see, it was heavily edited ups 
tairs. 


Laura Tomedi, PhD, MPH 



Alcohol Epidemiologist 

Substance Abuse Epidemiology Section 

Epidemiology and Response Division 

New Mexico Department of Health 

1190 St. Francis Dr. N1103 

PO Box 26110 

Santa Fe, NM 87502 

Phone: (505) 476-1757 

Laura.Tomedi@state.nm.us<mailto:Laura.Tomedi@state.nm.us> 


<https://www.facebook.com/nmdoh> <https://twitter.com/nmdoh> <https://pl= 
us.google.com/b/112356381757087240437/112356381757087240437/> <http://www.= 
youtube.com/user/nmhealth> <http://instagram.com/nmdoh> <http://www.pinte= 
rest.com/nmdoh/> <http://www.linkedin.com/in/nmdoh> 


From: Vigil, Kenny C, DOH 

Sent: Wednesday, July 15, 2015 8:23 AM 

Subject: Department of Health Reports More than 900 Overdoses Reversed in 2= 
014 


NEW MEXICO DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
Retta Ward, Cabinet Secretary 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Media Contacts: Kenny V= 

igil 

July 15, 2015 C= 

ell: 505-470-2290 

David Morgan 

Office: 575-528-5197 


Department of Health Reports More than 900 Overdoses Reversed in 2014 
(Santa Fe) - The New Mexico Department of Health announced today that more= 



than 900 opioid overdose reversals were reported in 2014 due to the use of= 
the drug naloxone. That's almost a 29 percent increase in reversals from 2= 
013. The Department of Health has been working with various partners and ag= 
encies to increase access and availability of naloxone in New Mexico as par= 
t of a multi-pronged approach to reduce overdose deaths in New Mexico. 

"Overdose deaths impact just about every family in New Mexico in one way or= 
another. Addiction is a complex public health issue that requires the coll= 
aborative efforts of many agencies, stakeholders, and individuals," said De= 
partment of Health Cabinet Secretary Retta Ward, MPH. "The Department of He= 
alth is involved in a number of collaborative efforts to train law enforcem= 
ent and family members on how to administer naloxone." 

The Department of Health has worked with the Santa Fe Sheriff's Department = 
and District 7 of the New Mexico State Police to train their officers to ca= 
rry and administer naloxone if they are the first responders to a possible = 
drug overdose. District 7 includes Taos, Rio Arriba, and parts of Santa Fe= 
and Colfax counties. The Department of Public Safety hopes to expand its t= 
raining to officers in other districts, and efforts are underway to work wi= 
th additional police and sheriff's departments to distribute naloxone to th= 
eir officers. 

Here are some other numbers about naloxone efforts in New Mexico in 2014: 

* The Department of Health trained and enrolled about 1,700 new peop= 
le in the use of naloxone kits. 

* The Department of Health distributed 5,874 doses of naloxone in 20= 
14, a 55 percent increase from 2013. 

* Pharmacists are now allowed to prescribe naloxone. 

* New Mexico pharmacies are beginning to stock naloxone. About 10 p= 
ercent of pharmacies have dispensed naloxone kits and 166 kits have been di= 
spensed via Medicaid 

Even with the success of more than 900 opioid drug reversals in 2014, New M= 
exico's drug overdose death rate increased last year. In 2014, 536 New Mexi= 
co residents died of an overdose - compared to 449 in 2013. That's a 20 pe= 
rcent increase in the death rate from 2013. In 2013, the death rate was 21.= 
8 per 100,000 compared to 26.4 in 2014. The increase comes after two consec= 
utive years of decreases in overdose deaths rates in New Mexico. The drug o= 
verdose death rate fell 16 percent from 2011 to 2013. 

Overdose deaths often involve more than one type of drug. Prescription opio= 
ids accounted for about 51 percent of the drug overdose deaths in 2014. 

The Department of Health and the Board of Pharmacy have been ramping up eff= 
orts to more closely monitor prescribing in an effort to reduce the risk of= 
addiction. The Prescription Monitoring Program (PMP) allows prescribers an= 
d pharmacists to check the prescription history of their patients. Licensi= 
ng boards require that health care providers who prescribe drugs such as op= 
ioids check the PMP for high risk patients. Training is also provided on sa= 
fe prescribing and PMP use. The Board of Pharmacy recently made a change re= 
quiring pharmacies provide prescribing data to the Prescription Monitoring = 
Program within one day instead of seven days. Any health care provider pres= 
cribing an opioid can also prescribe naloxone. 


In 2014, there were 927,333 PMP reports requested by users, an inc= 



rease of more than 325,000 requests since 2013. 


* In 2014, prescribers checked the records 56 percent of patients re= 
ceiving an opioid prescription for three or more months in the PMP, an incr= 
ease of six percent from 2013. 

* In 2014, pharmacists checked the records of 49 percent of patients= 
receiving an opioid prescription for three or month months in the PMP, an = 

increase of five percent from 2013. 

"The Department of Health and its partners have been working hard to make p= 
olicy changes and build infrastructure to help reduce drug overdose deaths.= 
Now we need the help of providers and pharmacists to increase access to na= 
loxone. We also need to ensure prescribers are consistently using the presc= 
ription monitoring program," said Secretary Ward. 

New Mexico has been recognized as a leader in innovative policies addressin= 
g prescription drug overdose by being one of two states that has implemente= 
d 10 out 10 promising policies according to the Trust for America's Health. 

For information on prescription opioid safety visit: http://nmhealth.org/a= 
bout/erd/ibeb/pos/; for information on the DOH Harm Reduction Program visit= 
: http://nmhealth.org/about/phd/idb/hrp/. 
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e-height:normal"> 

<span style=3D"color : #lF497D">Laura Tomedi, PhD, MPH<o : px/o : px/spanx/p> 

<p class=3D"MsoNormal" style=3D"margin-bottom:Oin;margin-bottom:,0OOlpt;lin= 
e-height:normal"> 

<span style=3D"color : #lF497D">Alcohol Epidemiologist<o : px/o : px/spanx/p> 

<p class=3D"MsoNormal" style=3D"margin-bottom:Oin;margin-bottom:.OOOlpt;lin= 
e-height:normal"> 

<span style=3D"color:#lF497D">Substance Abuse Epidemiology Section<o:px/o:= 
px/spanx/p> 

<p class=3D"MsoNormal" style=3D"margin-bottom:Oin;margin-bottom:,0001pt;lin= 
e-height:normal"> 

<span style=3D"color:#lF497D">Epidemiology and Response Division<o:px/o:p>= 
</spanx/p> 

<p class=3D"MsoNormal" style=3D"margin-bottom:Oin;margin-bottom:,0001pt;lin= 
e-height:normal"> 

<span style=3D"color : #lF497D">New Mexico Department of Health<o: px/o: px/s= 
panx/p> 

<p class=3D"MsoNormal" style=3D"margin-bottom:Oin;margin-bottom:,0001pt;lin= 
e-height:normal"> 

<span style=3D"color : #1F497D">1190 St. Francis Dr. N1103<o : px/o : px/span><= 
/p> 

<p class=3D"MsoNormal" style=3D"margin-bottom:Oin;margin-bottom:,0001pt;lin= 
e-height:normal"> 

<span style=3D"color : #1F497D">P0 Box 26110<o : px/o : px/spanx/p> 

<p class=3D"MsoNormal" style=3D"margin-bottom:Oin;margin-bottom:,0001pt;lin= 
e-height:normal"> 

<span style=3D"color : #lF497D">Santa Fe, NM 87502<o : px/o : px/spanx/p> 

<p class=3D"MsoNormal" style=3D"margin-bottom:Oin;margin-bottom:,0001pt;lin= 
e-height:normal"> 

<span style=3D"color : #lF497D">Phone : (505) 476-1757<o : px/o : px/spanx/p> 

<p class=3D"MsoNormal" style=3D"margin-bottom:Oin;margin-bottom:,0001pt;lin= 
e-height:normal"> 

<a href=3D"mailto:Laura.Tomedi@state.nm.us">Laura.Tomedi@state.nm.us</axsp= 
an style=3D"color : #1F497D"><0 : px/o : px/spanx/p> 

<p class=3D"MsoNormal" style=3D"margin-bottom:Oin;margin-bottom:,0001pt;lin= 
e-height:normal"> 

<span style=3D"color : #1F497D"><0 : p>&nbsp; </o : px/spanx/p> 

<p class=3D"MsoNormal" style=3D"margin-bottom:Oin;margin-bottom:,0001pt;lin= 
e-height:normal"> 

<span style=3D"color:#lF497D"ximg border=3D"0" width=3D"150" height=3D"93"= 
id=3D"Picture_x0020_l" src=3D"cid:imageOOl.jpg§01D0BEE4.E0066200" alt=3D"D= 
OH LOGO 12122012"><o : px/o : px/spanx/p> 

<p class=3D"MsoNormal" style=3D"mso-margin-top-alt:auto;mso-margin-bottom-a= 
It:auto;line-height:normal"> 

<a href=3D"https://www.facebook.com/nmdoh"xspan style=3D"font-size:10.Opt;= 
color:#3B00CA;text-decoration:none"ximg border=3D"0" width=3D"37" height= 
=3D"37" id=3D"Picture_x0020_2" src=3D"cid:image002.png@01D0BEE4.E0066200" a= 
lt=3D"cid : image004 . png@01CF3D2E . F4DEDD30"x/spanx/axa href=3D"https : //twi= 
tter.com/nmdoh"xspan style=3D"font-size:10.Opt;color:#3B00CA;text-decorati= 
on:none"ximg border=3D"0" width=3D"37" height=3D"37" id=3D"Picture_x0020_3= 
" src=3D"cid:imageO03.png§01D0BEE4.EO066200" alt=3D"cid:image005.png§01CF3D= 
2E . F4DEDD30"x/spanx/axa href=3D"https : //plus . google . com/b/11235638175708= 
7240437/112356381757087240437/"><span style=3D"font-size:10.Opt;color:#3B00= 
CA;text-decoration:none"><img border=3D"0" width=3D"37" height=3D"37" id=3D= 
"Picture_x0020_4" src=3D"cid:image004.png§01D0BEE4.E0066200" alt=3D"cid:ima= 



ge006.png@01CF3D2E.F4DEDD30"x/span></a><a href=3D"http://www.youtube.com/u= 
ser/nmhealth"xspan style=3D"font-size:10.Opt;color:#3B00CA;text-decoration= 
:none"ximg border=3D"0" width=3D"37" height=3D"37" id=3D"Picture_x0O20_5" = 
src=3D"cid:image005.png§01D0BEE4.EOO6620O" alt=3D"cid:imageO07.png§01CF3D2E= 
. F4DEDD30"x/spanx/axa href=3D"http : //instagram. com/nmdoh"xspan style=3D= 
"font-size:10.Opt;color:#3B00CA;text-decoration:none"ximg border=3D"0" wid= 
th=3D"37" height=3D"37" id=3D"Picture^x0O20_6" src=3D"cid:image006.png§01D0= 
BEE4 . E0066200" alt=3D"cid : image008 . png§01CF3D2E . F4DEDD30"x/spanx/axa hre= 
f=3D"http://www.pinterest.com/nmdoh/"xspan style=3D"color:#1F497D;text-dec= 
oration:none"ximg border=3D"0" width=3D"37" height=3D"37" id=3D"Picture_x0= 
O20_7" src=3D"cid:imageO07.png§01D0BEE4.E00662O0" alt=3D"pinterest-icon"></= 
spanx/axa href=3D"http : //www. linkedin . com/in/nmdoh"xspan style=3D"color : = 
#1F497D;text-decoration:none"ximg border=3D"0" width=3D"37" height=3D"37" = 
id=3D"Picture_xOO20_8" src=3D"cid:image0O8.png§01D0BEE4.EOO66200" alt=3D"li= 
nkedin-icon"x/spanx/axspan style=3D"color : #lF497D"xo: px/o: px/spanx/p= 
> 

</div> 

<p class=3D"MsoNormal"xspan style=3D"color : #1F497D"><0 : p>&nbsp; </o : px/spa= 
nx/p> 

<div> 

<div style=3D"border:none;border-top:solid #E1E1E1 1.Opt;padding:3.Opt 0in = 
Oin 0in"> 

<p class=3D"MsoNormal" style=3D"margin-bottom:Oin;margin-bottom:,0001pt;lin= 
e-height:normal"> 

<b>From:</b> Vigil, Kenny C, DOH <br> 

<b>Sent:</b> Wednesday, July 15, 2015 8:23 AM<br> 

<b>Subject:</b> Department of Health Reports More than 900 Overdoses Revers= 

ed in 2014 

<o: px/o: px/p> 

</div> 

</div> 

<p class=3D"MsoNormal"xo: p>&nbsp; </o: px/p> 

<p class=3D"MsoNormal" style=3D"margin-bottom:Oin;margin-bottom:,0001pt"xs= 
pan style=3D"font-size:12.Opt;line-height:105%;font-family:&quot;Times New = 
Roman&quot;,&quot;serif&quot;">NEW MEXICO DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH</spanxo:p><= 
/o: px/p> 

<p class=3D"MsoNormal" style=3D"margin-bottom:Oin;margin-bottom:,0001pt"xs= 
pan style=3D"font-size:12.Opt;line-height:105%;font-family:&quot;Times New = 
Roman&quot;,&quot;serif&quot;">Retta Ward, Cabinet Secretary</span><o:px/o= 
: px/p> 

<p class=3D"MsoNormal" style=3D"mso-margin-top-alt:1.45pt;margin-right:Oin;= 
margin-bottom:Oin;margin-left:Oin;margin-bottom:.0001pt"> 

<span style=3D"font-size:12.Opt;line-height:105%;font-family:&quot;Times Ne= 
w Roman&quot;,&quot;serif&quot;;letter-spacing:-.05pt">&nbsp;</spanxo:p></= 
o: px/p> 

<p class=3D"MsoNormal" style=3D"mso-margin-top-alt:1.45pt;margin-right:0in;= 
margin-bottom:Oin;margin-left:5.Oin;margin-bottom:.OOOlpt;text-indent: -5.0i= 
n"> 

<span style=3D"font-size:12.Opt;line-height:105%;font-family:&quot;Times Ne= 
w Roman&quot;,&quot;serif&quot;;letter-spacing:-.05pt">F0R IMMEDIATE RELEAS= 
E:</spanxspan style=3D"font-size:12.Opt;line-height:105%;font-family:&quot= 
;Times New Roman&quot;,&quot;serif&quot;">&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nb= 
sp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;= 
&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;Med= 
ia 

Conta<span style=3D"letter-spacing:-.05pt">c</span>ts: <span style=3D"lett= 
er-spacing:,05pt"> 

Kenny Vigil</spanx/spanxo: px/o: px/p> 

<p class=3D"MsoNormal" style=3D"mso-margin-top-alt:1.45pt;margin-right:Oin;= 



margin-bottom:Oin;margin-left:Gin;margin-bottom:.0O01pt"> 

<span style=3D"font-size:12.0pt;line-height:105%;font-family:&quot;Times Ne= 
w Roman&quot;,&quot;serif&quot;">July 15, 2015&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp= 
;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&n= 
bsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp= 
;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&n= 
bsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp= 
;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp; C<span style=3D"letter-spacing:-.05pt">e</s= 
pan>l<span style=3D"letter-spacing:.05pt">l</span>: 50<span style=3D"letter= 
-spacing:.05pt">5</span><span style=3D"letter-spacing:-.05pt">-</span>470<s= 
pan style=3D"letter-spacing : -. O5pt">-</span>2290&nbsp;&nbsp; <o: px/o: px/sp= 
anx/p> 

<p class=3D"MsoNormal" style=3D"mso-margin-top-alt:1.45pt;margin-right:Gin;= 
margin-bottom:Gin;margin-left:Gin;margin-bottom:.0Q01pt"> 

<span style=3D"font-size:12.Gpt;line-height:105%;font-family:&quot;Times Ne= 
w Roman&quot;, &quot;serif&quot;">&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;= 
&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nb= 
sp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;= 
&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nb= 
sp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;= 
&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nb= 
sp;&nbsp; &nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp; &nbsp;David Morg= 
an<o: px/o: px/spanx/p> 

<p class=3D"MsoNormal" style=3D"mso-margin-top-alt:1.45pt;margin-right:Gin;= 
margin-bottom:Gin;margin-left:Gin;margin-bottom:.QQ01pt"> 

<span style=3D"font-size:12.Gpt;line-height:105%;font-family:&quot;Times Ne= 
w Roman&quot;, &quot;serif&quot;">&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp; = 
&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nb= 
sp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;= 
&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nb= 
sp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;= 
&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nb= 
sp;&nbsp; &nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp; Office: 57= 
5-528-5197&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp= 
;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&n= 
bsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp= 
;&nbsp;&nbsp; &nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&= 
nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbs= 
p; 

</span><o: px/o: px/p> 

<p class=3D"MsoNormal"xbxspan style=3D"font-size : 12 . Gpt; line-height: 105%; = 
font-family:&quot;Times New Roman&quot;,&quot;serif&quot;"xo:p>&nbsp;</o:p= 
></spanx/bx/p> 

<p class=3D"MsoNormal" align=3D"center" style=3D"text-align : center"xbxspa= 
n style=3D"font-size:12.Gpt;line-height:105%;font-family:&quot;Times New Ro= 
man&quot;,&quot;serif&quot;">Department of Health Reports More than 900 Ove= 
rdoses Reversed in 2014 
</spanx/bxo: px/o: px/p> 

<p class=3D"MsoNormal" style=3D"text-align:justify"xspan style=3D"font-siz= 
e:12.Gpt;line-height:105%;font-family:&quot;Times New Roman&quot;,&quot;ser= 
if&quot;">&nbsp;(Santa Fe) &#8211; The New Mexico Department of Health anno= 
unced today that more than 900 opioid overdose reversals were reported 
in 2014 due to the use of the drug naloxone. That&#8217;s almost a 29 perc= 
ent increase in reversals from 2013. The Department of Health has been work= 
ing with various partners and agencies to increase access and availability = 
of naloxone in New Mexico as part of a 
multi-pronged approach to reduce overdose deaths in New Mexico.</span><o:p= 
x/o: px/p> 

<p class=3D"MsoNormal" style=3D"text-align:justify"xspan style=3D"font-siz= 



e:12.Opt;line-height:105%;font-family:&quot;Times New Roman&quot;,&quot;ser= 
if&quot;">&#8220;Overdose deaths impact just about every family in New Mexi= 
co in one way or another. Addiction is a complex public health issue 
that requires the collaborative efforts of many agencies, stakeholders, an= 
d individuals,&#8221; said Department of Health Cabinet Secretary Retta War= 
d, MPH. &#8220;The Department of Health is involved in a number of collabor= 
ative efforts to train law enforcement and family 
members on how to administer naloxone . &#8221; </span><o: px/o: px/p> 

<p class=3D"MsoNormal"xspan style=3D"font-size:12.Opt;line-height:105%;fon= 
t-family:&quot;Times New Roman&quot;,&quot;serif&quot;">The Department of H= 
ealth has worked with the Santa Fe Sheriff&#8217;s Department and District = 
7 of the New Mexico State Police to train their officers to carry 
and administer naloxone if they are the first responders to a possible dru= 
g overdose.&nbsp; District 7 includes Taos, Rio Arriba, and parts of Santa = 
Fe and Colfax counties. The Department of Public Safety hopes to expand its= 
training to officers in other districts, 

and efforts are underway to work with additional police and sheriff&#8217;= 
s departments to distribute naloxone to their officers.</span><o:px/o:p></= 
P> 

<p class=3D"MsoNormal" style=3D"text-align:justify"xspan style=3D"font-siz= 
e:12.Opt;line-height:105%;font-family:&quot;Times New Roman&quot;,&quot;ser= 
if&quot;">Here are some other numbers about naloxone efforts in New Mexico = 
in 2014: </spanxo: px/o: px/p> 

<p class=3D"MsoListParagraph" style=3D"text-align:justify;text-indent:-.25i= 
n"xspan style=3D" font-family: Symbol ">&middot; </spanxspan style=3D"font-si= 
ze:7.Opt;line-height:105%;font-family:&quot;Times New Roman&quot;,&quot;ser= 
if&quot;">&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp; 

</spanxspan style=3D"font-size:12.Opt;line-height:105%;font-family:&quot;T= 
imes New Roman&quot;,&quot;serif&quot;">The Department of Health trained an= 
d enrolled about 1,700 new people in the use of naloxone kits.</span><o:p><= 
/o: px/p> 

<p class=3D"MsoListParagraph" style=3D"text-align:justify;text-indent:-.25i= 
n"xspan style=3D" font-family: Symbol ">&middot; </spanxspan style=3D"font-si= 
ze:7.Opt;line-height:105%;font-family:&quot;Times New Roman&quot;,&quot;ser= 
if&quot;">&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp; 

</spanxspan style=3D"font-size:12.Opt;line-height:105%;font-family:&quot;T= 
imes New Roman&quot;,&quot;serif&quot;">The Department of Health distribute= 
d 5,874 doses of naloxone in 2014, a 55 percent increase from 2013. 

</spanxo: px/o: px/p> 

<p class=3D"MsoListParagraph" style=3D"text-align:justify;text-indent:-.25i= 
n"xspan style=3D" font-family: Symbol ">&middot; </spanxspan style=3D"font-si= 
ze:7.Opt;line-height:105%;font-family:&quot;Times New Roman&quot;,&quot;ser= 
if&quot;">&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp; 

</spanxspan style=3D"font-size:12.Opt;line-height:105%;font-family:&quot;T= 
imes New Roman&quot;,&quot;serif&quot;">Pharmacists are now allowed to pres= 
cribe naloxone . </spanxo: px/o: px/p> 

<p class=3D"MsoListParagraph" style=3D"text-align:justify;text-indent:-.25i= 
n"xspan style=3D" font-family: Symbol ">&middot; </spanxspan style=3D"font-si= 
ze:7.Opt;line-height:105%;font-family:&quot;Times New Roman&quot;,&quot;ser= 
if&quot;">&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp; 

</spanxspan style=3D"font-size:12.Opt;line-height:105%;font-family:&quot;T= 
imes New Roman&quot;,&quot;serif&quot;">New Mexico pharmacies are beginning= 
to stock naloxone.&nbsp; About 10 percent of pharmacies have dispensed nal= 
oxone kits and 166 kits have been dispensed via Medicaid</span><o:px/o:p><= 

/p> 

<p class=3D"MsoNormal" style=3D"text-align:justify"xspan style=3D"font-siz= 
e:12.Opt;line-height:105%;font-family:&quot;Times New Roman&quot;,&quot;ser= 
if&quot;">Even with the success of more than 900 opioid drug reversals in 2= 
014, New Mexico&#8217;s drug overdose death rate increased last 



year. In 2014, 536 New Mexico residents died of an overdose &#8211; compar= 
ed to 449 in 2013.&nbsp; That&#8217;s a 20 percent increase in the death ra= 
te from 2013. In 2013, the death rate was 21.8 per 100,000 compared to 26.4= 
in 2014.</span><span lang=3D"EN" style=3D"font-size:12.Opt;line-height:105= 
%;font-family:&quot;Times New Roman&quot;,&quot;serif&quot;"> 

The increase comes after two consecutive years of decreases in overdose de= 
aths rates in New Mexico. The drug overdose death rate fell 16 percent from= 
2011 to 2013 . </span><o : px/o : px/p> 

<p class=3D"MsoNormal" style=3D"text-align:justify"xspan style=3D"font-siz= 
e:12.Opt;line-height:105%;font-family:&quot;Times New Roman&quot;,&quot;ser= 
if&quot;">0verdose deaths often involve more than one type of drug. Prescri= 
ption opioids accounted for about 51 percent of the drug overdose 
deaths in 2014. </spanxo: px/o: px/p> 

<p class=3D"MsoNormal" style=3D"text-align:justify"xspan style=3D"font-siz= 
e:12.Opt;line-height:105%;font-family:&quot;Times New Roman&quot;,&quot;ser= 
if&quot;">The Department of Health and the Board of Pharmacy have been ramp= 
ing up efforts to more closely monitor prescribing in an effort 
to reduce the risk of addiction. The Prescription Monitoring Program (PMP)= 
allows prescribers and pharmacists to check the prescription history of th= 
eir patients.&nbsp; Licensing boards require that health care providers who= 
prescribe drugs such as opioids check 

the PMP for high risk patients. Training is also provided on safe prescrib= 
ing and PMP use. The Board of Pharmacy recently made a change requiring pha= 
rmacies provide prescribing data to the Prescription Monitoring Program wit= 
hin one day instead of seven days. 

Any health care provider prescribing an opioid can also prescribe naloxone= 
. <o: px/o: px/spanx/p> 

<p class=3D"MsoListParagraph" style=3D"text-align:justify;text-indent:-.25i= 
n"xspan style=3D" font-family: Symbol ">&middot; </spanxspan style=3D"font-si= 
ze:7.Opt;line-height:105%;font-family:&quot;Times New Roman&quot;,&quot;ser= 
if&quot;">&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp; 

</spanxspan style=3D"font-size:12.Opt;line-height:105%;font-family:&quot;T= 
imes New Roman&quot;,&quot;serif&quot;">In 2014, there were 927,333 PMP rep= 
orts requested by users, an increase of more than 325,000 requests since 20= 
13. 

</span><bxspan style=3D"color : #1F497D"><0 : px/o : px/spanx/bx/p> 

<p class=3D"MsoListParagraph" style=3D"text-align:justify;text-indent:-.25i= 
n"xspan style=3D" font-family: Symbol ">&middot; </spanxspan style=3D"font-si= 
ze:7.Opt;line-height:105%;font-family:&quot;Times New Roman&quot;,&quot;ser= 
if&quot;">&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp; 

</spanxspan style=3D"font-size:12.Opt;line-height:105%;font-family:&quot;T= 
imes New Roman&quot;,&quot;serif&quot;">In 2014, prescribers checked the re= 
cords 56 percent of patients receiving an opioid prescription for three or = 
more months in the PMP, an increase of six percent from 
2013. </span><o: px/o: px/p> 

<p class=3D"MsoListParagraph" style=3D"text-align:justify;text-indent:-.25i= 
n"xspan style=3D" font-family: Symbol ">&middot; </spanxspan style=3D"font-si= 
ze:7.Opt;line-height:105%;font-family:&quot;Times New Roman&quot;,&quot;ser= 
if&quot;">&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp; 

</spanxspan style=3D"font-size:12.Opt;line-height:105%;font-family:&quot;T= 
imes New Roman&quot;,&quot;serif&quot;">In 2014, pharmacists checked the re= 
cords of 49 percent of patients receiving an opioid prescription for three = 
or month months in the PMP, an increase of five percent 
from 2013. </spanxo: px/o: px/p> 

<p class=3D"MsoNormal" style=3D"text-align:justify"xspan style=3D"font-siz= 
e:12.Opt;line-height:105%;font-family:&quot;Times New Roman&quot;,&quot;ser= 
if&quot;">&#8220;The Department of Health and its partners have been workin= 
g hard to make policy changes and build infrastructure to help reduce 
drug overdose deaths. Now we need the help of providers and pharmacists to= 



increase access to naloxone. We also need to ensure prescribers are consis= 
tently<span style=3D"color:#1F497D"> 

</span>using the prescription monitoring program,&#8221; said Secretary War= 
d. </span><o: px/o: px/p> 

<p class=3D"MsoNormal" style=3D"text-align:justify"xspan style=3D"font-siz= 
e:12.Opt;line-height:105%;font-family:&quot;Times New Roman&quot;,&quot;ser= 
if&quot;">New Mexico has been recognized as a leader in innovative policies= 
addressing prescription drug overdose by being one of two 

states that has implemented 10 out 10 promising policies according to the = 
Trust for America&#8217;s Health<span style=3D"color:#1F497D">.</spanx/spa= 
nxo: px/o: px/p> 

<p class=3D"MsoNormal"xspan style=3D"font-size:12.Opt;line-height:105%;fon= 
t-family:&quot;Times New Roman&quot;,&quot;serif&quot;">For information on = 
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